
2023-2025 USA Volleyball 
Rules Change Summary 

USAV 4.3.3.1a: Uniform numbers must be clearly visible and centered side to side on the front and back of the jersey. 
Numbers are recommended to be placed on the upper half of the jersey. Numbers may not extend below the player’s 
waist and may not be tucked into the uniform bottom. 

USAV 5.1.2.1, added:  Judgment decisions are not subject to protest. A protest related to a judgment decision may result 
in a penalty (red card) being assessed to the coach. 

USAV 5.2.3.4: During the match, the coach may give instructions to players on the court while standing or walking 
within the free zone in front of his/her team’s bench from the extension of the attack line up to and including the warm-up 
area, without disturbing or delaying the match. The coach must not obstruct the view of the line judges.  

USAV 5.3.1: One assistant coach at a time may stand to give instructions to the players on the court but has no right 
to intervene in the match. During play, the assistant coach may give these instructions while standing or walking within 
the free zone in front of his/her team’s bench from the extension of the attack line up to and including the warm-up 
area, without disturbing or delaying the match. The assistant coach must not obstruct the view of the line judges.  

New USAV 11.2.2.1: to touch the opponent’s court with a foot (feet) or any other part(s) of the body is permitted, provided 
some part of the body remains either in contact with or directly above the center line. It is a fault if the encroachment 
interferes with the opponent or creates a safety hazard. 

New USAV 11.2.2.2: It is a fault to completely cross the center line into the opponent’s court when no part of the body 
is contacting the center line or directly above it. 

New USAV 11.2.2.3: Contact between opponents who are both touching or directly above the center line is not a fault 
unless the contact interferes with that player’s next immediate play on the ball. 

New for 14-and-under age groups:  

New USAV 12.4.4a: Once the serving action is initiated, including an underhand serve, if the server tosses the ball 
and then catches it or allows it to fall to the floor, this is considered a service tossing error, including a ball that 
touches the server as it falls. 

USAV 12.4.4b: After a service tossing error, the referee must authorize the service again (re-serve) and the server 
must execute it within the next 8 seconds. 

Rule 12.5.1: The players of the serving team must not prevent their opponent, through individual or collective 
screening, from seeing the service hit and the flight path of the ball. Should either be visible to the receiving team, this 
is not a screen. 

USAV 12.5.2:  A player or group of players of the serving team make(s) a screen by waving arms, jumping or moving 
sideways, during the execution of the service, or by standing grouped, and in so doing hides both the service hit and 
the flight path of the ball until the ball reaches the vertical plane of the net. 

Rule 14.3:  In blocking, the player may place his/her hands and arms beyond the net, provided that this action does 
not interfere with the opponent’s play. Thus, it is not permitted to touch the ball beyond the net before an opponent has 
executed an attack hit. 

Rule 14.6.1: The blocker touches the ball in the OPPONENT’S space before the opponent’s attack hit. 

New USAV 19.2d: When two Liberos are used, both Liberos can be in uniforms different from each other and from 
the rest of the team.  

USAV 24.2.7d: During the match, the coach or captain may request verification of the number of team substitutions or 
time-outs. If incorrect information is provided by the 2nd referee and the team acts directly upon this misinformation 
resulting in an illegal substitution (per USAV 15.9.1) or an excessive time-out, the referee’s error will be corrected with 
no penalty or sanction assessed to the team. If an illegal (excessive) substitution does not result, the substitution may 
still be withdrawn prior to the next serve without sanction or penalty. 


